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o digionary of arts, ſcierices, and miſcellaneous literature, has 
N hitherto been publiſhed to which a ſupplement was not ne- 
cefſary. The reaſon is obvious: Every dictionary muſt be arranged 


in the order of the alphabet; and if but a very few years paſs away 


during its progreſs through the preſs, important diſcoveries may be 
made in the interval, of which it muſt be impoſſible for the Editor 


is has been the caſe in a very remarkable degree during 


1 to give w7 account without deviating entirely from the plan of the 
= work, Ih 


the publication of the Ec VC LO DIA Bartannica. / 


 Sines the firſt ſheets of it were given to the Public, a period 
bf nine years has elapſed the moſt eventful period in hiſtory ! Du- 


" ring which countries have been explored, to which we were formerly 


tirangers; new rinciples have been introduced into ſoine ſciences, 
bey modes of thinking adopted in the cultivation of others, new 


arts have been invented, and even unknown powers of nature have 


been diſcovered ; and to theſe inventions and diſcoveries ſuch names 
have been given, as, from the progres of the Publication, could not 


| find a place in the ſeries of the alphabet. 


Awart of theſe circumſtances, many of the moſt - enlightened 


= purchaſers of the Work have repeatedly requeſted from the Pro- 
= prietors and the Editor a Supplementary Volume, in which the miſ- 
= takes in former volumes might be corrècted, and ſome account given 
ol the recent diſcoveries of greateſt importance; and they have en- 

couraged ſuch an undertaking by offers the moſt liberal. 
= The Proprietors, however, ty, © they are not inſenſible that, 


during the publication of the Encyclopzdia Britannica, circumſtan- 


dees have occurred which render a Supplement to it 3 ne 
ry, have judged it inexpedient to comply with the 


ſe requeſts; 
reaſons on which this judgment is founded concern not the 


Public. It is ſufficient to obſerve here, that, as ſoon as they had 


declared their final reſolutfon to publiſh no Supplement to the Third 
Edition, Dr Gleig, after ſome unſucceſsful attempts to convince 
them of what he deemed the imprudence of ſuch conduct, obtained 


dom the Truſtees for the family of Mr Macfarqubar the moſt X- 
= PLICIT APPROBATION of his offering to the Public a Supplement in 
= lis own name, and in the name of any partner whom he might' find 
E i expedient to aſſume j and Mr Bell not only gave his racir cox- 
ur to the undertaking, but was even obliging enough to A Ecou- 


MEND 


* 
- * 2 . * 2 * . 
- 7 5 
. * 
* 


MEND SOME ARTICLES as particularly worthy of inſertion in the ix. 
tended Supplement. 5 | 
SuyeoRTED thus by the original Proprietors, Dr Gleig has begun 
to colle& materials for ſuch a Supplement to. the Third Edition of the 
Encyclopedia Britannica as may ſupply what was omitted, whether from 
neceflity or inattention, in the conducting of that Work, and ſome. 
times, perhaps, improve the artieles which it contains; and he hopes to 
be able to put his Work to the prefs as ſoon as he ſhall have reafon to 
look for a compenſation not inadequate to his labour and to the ex. 
pence of the undertaking. Of his qualifications to make it worthy 
of the public favour, that Public will judge from his former labours, 
He can promiſe nothing but unremitting attention on his own part, 
and the aid of fome friends, who did him the honour to contribute to 
the laſt fix volumes ſuch articles as have obtained the moſt general 
approbation. Among theſe it is with pleaſure and with pride that 
he can mention Jon Rozrsox, A. M. Secretary to the Royal Society 
of Edinburgh, and Profeſſor of Natural Philoſophy in the Univerſity, by 
whom all the articles in-Mecnavics, Mecnanicar Pritosorny, 
and Marx RMArics, will be either written or reviſed, 5 
Du Grers does not, however, ſuppoſe that the weight of any name 
& ſufficient to induce the Public to fubſeribe for a large work of con- 
fiderable price, without having fome previous knowledge of what it 
zs to contain. He begs leave, therefore, to fubjoin a liſt of the yr1x- 
C1PAL ſubjects of which he intends to treat. 


THe neceſſity of a Supplement appears moſt conſpicuous in the ar- 


ticle CuRNMHIST AY. Since the impreſſion of the firſt volumes of the 
-NCYCLOP DIA BRITANNICA, the elementary doctrines of that ſcience 
have been completely changed; and yet no clear and comprehenſixe 
account of the change could be given in any fubfequent volume. It 
was not till the article Chemiſtry was in the preſs, that the theory of 
Lavoifier was introduced by our celebrated and cautious philoſopher 
into the ſchools of the Univerſity of Edinburgh; and therefore Mr 
Macfarquhar could not, without arrogating too much to himſelf, con- 
ſtruct his ſyſtem accordin 
Supplement flatters himſ ir that he ſhall be able to preſent to the 
Public a more complete view of the NEW Chemiſtry, as it is called, 
than is yet to be found perhaps in the Engliſh language. 
Exuxxv novelty which contributes to the improvement of our ma- 
nufactures muſt be conſidered as of great importance. It is therefore 
intended that this Supplement ſhall contain the deſeriptions of the 
moſt remarkable Ex dix ES, Machixzs, and Mir Is, which have been 
invented during theſe laſt ten or twelve years. The extent to which 
this department will be carried muſt depend upon the encouragement 


given to the undertaking at the hm, "becauſe the engravings ne- 


ceſſary for the deſcription muſt be expenſive, that they may be uſeful; 
and muſt be put in hand before a ſingle ſheet can be ſent to the preſs. 
Waren and CLock making may be conſidered as almoſt nonde- 
ſcripts in our language ; and the very great change which has taken 
e, within the compaſs of thirty years, in the eſſential cireum- 
;e8 of their conſtruction, has made the only book, which we have 


02 


to that theory. But the Editor of the 


be very acceptable to all claſſes of readers. 


2 $3 
bn the ſubje&, of little or no uſe to the artiſt or the gentleman. : It 
is believed, therefore, that a treatiſe on this ſubject, containing a ſcien- 
tiic theory, and an account of the moſt valuable conſtructions, wil 


Ir is likewiſe thought expedient to give in the Supplement a ſy- 
ftem, as it 5 be called, of the general doctrines of Moving Forces ; 
for in the body of the Work ſeveral articles are deficient for the 
want of ſuch a ſyſtem, to which reference may be had for demon- 
ſtration. This will be entitled Dynamics ; a term very familiar to 
the cultivators of the Newtonian philoſophy on the Continent, and 
coming rapidly into uſe among the philoſophers of our own country. 

Brsibs theſe new and important articles, it is intended that the 
Supplement ſhall contain others, not- perhaps of leſs importance, 
though they muſt be conſidered as only improvements of ſyſtems 
already publiſhed in the Work. . 3 
Tu vs, the article Asr Ro, though abounding in good ma- 
terials, does not prefent to the reader a connected and comprehenſive 
view of the ſubject. This defect ſhall be ſupplied, by giving ſuch a 
popular narration” of the phenomena as will gradually lead the young 
aſtronomer to the diſcovery of the real motions of the heavenly bo- 
dies ; and when the principles of Dynamics are applied to theſe mo- 
tions, he will acquire the knowledge of the Jaws of nature by which 
the ſolar ſyſtem is regulated. This is called the Newtonian Philoſo- 

hy ; and it ſhall be communicated in this article in ſuch a manner as 
that it may be fully comprehended by ordinary readers. 8 5 
THe is a ſimilar defect in the article EuzcTaicity as it ſtands 
in the Encyclopedia Britannica. The ſubject ſhall therefore be re- 
ſumed in the Supplement, and the phenomena ſo arranged, as to ſug- 
geſt a theory which explains all the appearances of attraction. and re- 
e. with great exactneſs; and gives a very ſatisfactory account of 
HUNDER and Lich TYG. On this occaſion alſo the curious and 
important appearanoes in the phyſiology of animals, which have been 
called Anima ELgcrtricity, will be conſidered, and arranged in 
ſuch a manner as muſt greatly conduce to our acquiring a knowledge 
of their nature and their origin. This may be called new matter; be- 


| cauſe no mention has been madegf ſuch appearances in any volume of 


the Encyclopzdia Britannica, the publication having advanced too 


far in the alphabet before they were heard of in this country, 


Ou Macnertiznm ſomething of importance might certainly be 
given, as well as on various detached branches of mechanical ſcience 
not hitherto mentioned; fuch as the eonſtruction of Axcnrs of Stone, 
and of CEN TES and other framings of Carpentry. Theſe things 
loudly claim a place in a Supplement to the Encyclopzdia Britan- 
mica ; but in a ſingle volume all that is wanted cannot be contained. 

, Tas Editor is therefore perſuaded, that thoſe who Fayour his un- 
dertaking will approve of his extending the Supplement to two vo- 


mes, of the ſame ſize, and printed on the ſame paper, and with the 


fame type, as the other volumes of the Encyclopzdia Britannica: 
for having got ſome name amohg thoſe to whom he is known, he 
would be aſhamed to let a Work very defeive paſs out of his hands; 

£4 On whit 


\ 
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whilſt his circumſtances will not permit him to make a preſent of many 
Meets to the Public. That Public, however, may reſt aſſured, that the 
Supplement ſhall not be extended beyond the limits mentioned. 
ALT#roven it muſt be acknowledged, that in the ſpeculations of 
ingenious men concerning nte//eual and moral ſubjects, there is not 
room for that novelty which may be expected in the phy tical ſciences; 
there is yet perhaps more wit than truth in D*'Alembert's ridicule 
of all diſcoveri-s in Metaphy/ics, and. fimilar branches of ſcience. Nu. 
ture does not indeed exhibit to the philoſophers of our days new 
phenomena, either in the corporeal or in the intellectual world; but 
with reſpect to the former, we are daily obſerving ſome which have 
been hitherto unnoticed, and gradually improving our claſſification 
of others which have been long familiar to us: and why may not the 
fame things be done with reſpect to the phenomena of mind? Cer. 
tain it 1s, Nat profeſſor Kant of Koningſberg has acquired great ce. 
lebrity by a ſingular view which he has publiſſied of the intellectual 
and moral powers of man; , and that the philoſophers of Germany 


are as zealouſly attached to him as ever were the naturaliſts to New. 


ton, or the ſchoolmen to Ariſtotle. The KAN TEAM PILOSO AHT 
therefore is a ſubject which ſhould. not be omitted in an Encyclo- 
pædia; and Dr Gleig will endeavour to gratify his readers with a 

ſhort view of it in the propoſed Supplement. 4 


Ix that Supplement nothing ſhall be omitted for which room can 


be found, and which is related to ſcience, to literature, to commerce, 


or to uſeful and elegant arts. To complete ſuch a plan will indeed 


de impoſlible without much labour and great expence. Of the for- 


mer volumes the materials of the ſecond edition couſtituted the baſis; 
but of the Supplement almoſt every article mult be original compo» . 
ſition, When this circumſtance, together with the high duty on 
paper, 1s duly conſidered, the Editor perſuades himſelf, that no ma 
inclined to favour his undertaking will be ſurpriſed at his eſtimating 
the half volume, in boards, at 7welve ſhillings and fixpence, inſtead 
of ten and fixpence. Its price, however, ſhall not be enhanced, nor 
itz bulk ſwelled, by diſquiſitions on trifling ſubje&s ; by the lives of 
obſcure individuals; or by the deſcription of inſignificant villages 
but as many things, far from trifling, may have eſcaped the notice of 


'the Editor and his friends, they will conſider themſelves as indebted 


to any correſpondent who ſhall point out to them what is of real and 


| 2 importance: and letters to that purpoſe ( Poſt paid), addrel- 


ed either to the Reverend Dr Grkid at Stirling, or to Jonx BRO.w . 


| Printer, Anchor Cloſe, Edinburgh, will be received with gratitude; 


and coulidered with attention. 
* * , 


N. B. The Trad: in-Lanpon, and throughout the South of England, 


will be pleaſed to ſubſcribe for the number which they mean to purchaſe, 


4% Mu Nicot, BookssLLzR To: ms MayzsTY j—thoſe in the North of 


| England, and throughout Scotland, to Joh Brown Printer, Anchor 


Cloſe, Edinburgh ; and private individuals, who purchaſe but one or tw8 
Copies, to their on Bookſellers, 9 | | ES 
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